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stars, one of greater and one of less N.P.D. It might be proper 
that the colour of the stars should be noted, in order that, to avoid 
possible inequalities of refraction, stars of the same colour as Mars 
(if there are such) may be selected. It would not, perhaps, be 
too much to expect such charts for i860 and 1862 from the super¬ 
intendents of our national ephemerides. 

On reviewing the whole subject, the Astronomer Royal presses 
on the attention of astronomers the importance of observing Mars 
in i860 and 1862; and for this purpose, the necessity of speedily 
making the preparations, instrumental and literary, which he has 
described, especially that of the charts of stars with the path of 
Mars. At the same time he urges that the future astronomical 
public will not be satisfied, unless all practical use is made of the 
transits of Venus of 1874 and 1882; and that for these, a thorough 
discussion of the elements of the orbit of Venus, the determina¬ 
tion of some distant longitudes, and a reconnaissance of Wilkes’ 
Land, must be effected within a few years. 


A copy of “ Specimens of Tables, calculated, stereomoulded, 
and printed by Machinery,” was laid upon the table. The ma¬ 
chine, the work of the Messrs. Scheutz, father and son, is now 
the property of the Dudley Observatory, having been purchased 
and presented by J. F. Rathbone, Esq., of Albany, U. S. 

In a preface of much interest, the origin of its first conception, 
the various vicissitudes experienced in its construction, and the 
means by which final success was attained, are related, with par¬ 
ticular acknowledgment of the obligations of the inventors to the 
Baron von Wrede and different members of the Swedish Academy, 
and while in this country to W. Gravatt, Esq. 


Mr. De La Rue exhibited finished engravings of the plaihets 
Jupiter and Saturn, the latter printed in colours, copies of which 
he most handsomely offers to Fellows of the Society, who may 
apply for them to the Assistant Secretary. Of the advantage of 
colour-printing, it may be permitted to retain a doubt; but of the 
beauty of the result obtained in the case of Jupiter it would be 
difficult to speak too strongly. 

Fellows of the Society will do well to send for their copies in 
as many cases as possible, as they are of a size to be very liable 
to injury if forwarded through the post. 
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ERRATA. 

Professor Powell's attention has been called to the following Errata in his 
paper which appeared in the Monthly Notices for March:— 


Page 145, 

Lowndes for 

—— read 

12*1 

1 

17-3 


Dawes — 

1 

12-5 

1 

iS*o 


Grove — 

1 

i3-4 

1 

I5’I 


Lord Wrottesley — 

1 

__ — 

I 

16*6 


Webb — 

1 

loo 

1 N 

Page 147, 

Chalmers — 

1 

__ — 

I 

TsT 


also, for 3 ft i6 hl , read j ft 6 ln . 
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